Improving waste of electrical and electronic equipment recycling performance using concepts from environmental psychology
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Abstract

Waste of electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) is generally recognized to be the fastest growing waste stream in the industrialized world. In spite of the fact that WEEE recycling presents several benefits for environment and economy, only a fraction of generated WEEE is recycled. The key for achieving improvements in WEEE collection is the active involvement of householders. Concerning behavior’s motivations in the field of WEEE recycling, some studies have been performed, using concepts from environmental psychology and economics. The current study applied the Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) in order to investigate the determinants of WEEE recycling intentions. The sufficiency of the TPB in explaining WEEE recycling intention is very good. The three basic variables of the TPB explained a very good variance of 72.4% of WEEE recycling intention. The findings of the current study present several implications for the use of TPB in WEEE recycling. There are also several implications for the operation and the improvement of collection system of WEEE and the awareness campaigns about WEEE recycling.
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